Mathematical Vocabulary for Reception - Birchgrove

Counting and recognising numbers

Counting
Number

Zero, one, two, three...to twenty and

beyond

Zero, ten, twenty...to one hundred
None

How many....?

Count, count (up) to

Count on (from, to)

Count back (from, to)

Count in ones, twos...tens...
More, less

0dd, even

Every other

How many times?

Pattern, pair

Guess, estimate, nearly, close to,
about the same as

Just over, just under

Too many, too few,

Enough, not enough

Comparing and ordering numbers
The same number as, as many as
Of two objects/amounts

More, larger, bigger, greater, fewer,
smaller, less

Of three or more objects/ amounts
Most, biggest, largest, greatest
Fewest, smallest, least

One more, ten more

One less, ten less

Compare

Order, Size

First, second, third...tenth

Last, last but one

Before, after, next, between

Adding and subtracting

Add, more, and,

Make, sum, total

Altogether, score, double
one more, two more, ten more..
how many more to make...?
How many more is...than...?
Take (away), leave

How many are left/ left over?
How many have gone?

One less, two less...ten less
How many fewer is...than..?
Difference between

Is the same as

Solving problems

Reasoning about numbers or
shapes

Pattern

Puzzle

Answer

Right, wrong

What could we try next?
How did you work out?
Count, sort

Group, set

Match

List

Problems involving “real life” or
money

Compare

Double

Half, halve

Pair

Count out, share out

Left, left over

Money

Coin

Penny, pence, pound
Price

Cost

Buy

Sell

Spend, spent

Pay

Change

Dear, costs more

Cheap, costs less, cheaper
Costs the same as

How much...? How many...?
Total

Measure, shape, and space

Measures (general)

Measure

Size

Compare

Guess, estimate

Enough, not enough

Too much, too little

Too many, too few

Nearly, close to, about the same as
Just over, just under

Length

Length, width, height, depth
Long, short, tall

High, low

Wide, narrow

Deep, shallow,

thick, thin

longer, shorter, taller, higher... and
so on

longest, shortest, tallest,
highest...and so on

far, near, close

Mass

Weigh, weighs, balances
Heavy/light, heavier/lighter,
heaviest/lightest

Weight, balance, scales

Capacity
Full

Half full,
empty
Holds
Container

Time

Time

Days of the week: Monday, Tuesday.
Day, week

Birthday, holiday

Morning, afternoon, evening, night
Bedtime, dinnertime, playtime
Today, tomorrow, yesterday
Before, after

Next, last

Now, soon, early, late

Quick, quicker, quickest, quickly
Slow, slower, slowest, slowly

Old, older, oldest

New, newer, newest

Takes longer, takes less time

Hour, o’clock

Clock, watch, hands
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Mathematical Vocabulary for Reception -

Exploring patterns, shape and space
Shape, pattern

Flat

Curved, straight

Round

Hollow, solid

Corner

Face, side, edge, end

Sort

Make, build, draw

3D shapes
Cube
Pyramid
Sphere
Cone

2D shapes
Circle
triangle
Square
Rectangle
Star

Patterns and symmetry
Size

Bigger, larger, smaller
Symmetrical

Pattern

Repeating pattern
Match

Position, direction and movement
Position

Over, under
Above, below
Top, bottom ,side
On, in

Outside, inside
Around

In front, behind
Front, back
Before, after
Beside, next to
Opposite

Apart

Between

Middle, edge
Corner

Direction

Left, right

Up, down
Forwards, backwards, sideways
Across

Birchgrove

Next to, close, far

Along

Through

To, from, towards, away from
Movement

Slide roll

Turn

Stretch, bend

Instructions
Listen
Joinin

Say

Think
Imagine
Remember

Start from
Start with
Start at

Look at
point to
show me

put, place

arrange

rearrange

change, change over
split

separate

carry on, continue
repeat
what comes next?

Find
Choose
Collect

Use
Make
Build

Tell me
Describe
Pick out
Talk about
Explain
Show me

Instructions cont.,

Read
Write
Trace
Copy
Complete
Finish, end

Fill in
Shade
Colour

Tick, cross

Draw

Draw a line between
Join (up)

Ring

Cost
Count
Work out
Answer
Check

General

Same number/s
Different number/s
Missing number/s
Number facts

Number line, number track
Number square

Number cards

counters, cubes, blocks, rods
Die, dice

Dominoes

Pegs, peg board

Same way, different way

Best way, another way
In order, in a different order
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